
The Anthropological Study of Kinship 
 

• clan (descent group)   - affines (relation by marriage) 
 -matrilineal (cognates)  - consanguines (rel. by blood) 
 -patrilineal (agnates)   
• marriage: monogamy/polygamy  
 -polygyny (one man marries mult. wives)      
 -polyandry (one woman marries mult. husbands) 
 -exogamy (marry outside group) 
 -endogamy (marry inside group) 
 

Kinship symbols and Kin Type Notation 
 

 
 


